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Acts Amendment (Abortion) Bill 1998 Anniversary � Adjournment Debate 

HON BARBARA SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [10.11 pm]: Last night in my valedictory speech I made 
reference to a group of cross-party members of this Parliament who have come together, in essence, to fight in 
this Parliament for what they believe is the truth and what is right. That group began during the abortion debate 
in 1998 and was led, as I said last night, by the late Hon Phillip Pendal. I rise tonight because it is the eve of the 
eleventh anniversary of the passage of the 1998 abortion bill through this Parliament. I rose 11 years ago at two 
minutes to 12 and opened my abortion speech by saying �  

I rise as a new day is about to dawn � A new day is about to dawn as we bring into this State the most 
liberal abortion laws of any State in Australia. 

It is time for this Parliament, the government and the opposition to reflect on what has happened since that time. 
That group of cross-party members has stood together to make a stand and to tell what they believe is the truth in 
a society that does not want to hear. I am reminded of Al Gore�s documentary, An Inconvenient Truth about 
other matters. Occasionally, we have been listened to and small changes have been made. Today in the 
Parliament, I asked a question of the Minister for Health about the number of induced abortions that have taken 
place in this state, the number of induced abortions after 12 weeks of gestation and the number of induced 
abortions for women under the age of 20�teenage pregnancies. The number of induced abortions in 2008, the 
last year recorded, was 8 664. These figures were tabled in Parliament this afternoon. In a civilised state such as 
Western Australia many members of Parliament should hang their heads in shame that we have allowed the 
number of abortions to increase to that degree and then to remain fairly static at that number for the past three 
years.  

Hon Ken Travers: For the past how many years?  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT: For the past three years. Since 2006 the figures have been 8 331, 8 424 and 8 664.  

Hon Ken Travers: In real terms related to the population, it has declined.  

Hon BARBARA SCOTT: I do not have the figure for women of child-bearing age; that may not have changed. 
The number of induced abortions over 12 weeks has increased and now stands at 516; that is, 516 women have 
chosen to have an induced abortion 12 weeks into their pregnancy. In this day and age most young women who 
are pregnant have a number of ultrasound tests. During the abortion debate we suggested that, prior to an 
induced abortion, an ultrasound be taken as part of counselling for young women with unexpected pregnancies 
so that they could make a fully informed choice in light of what they were actually carrying. In the past year 
there were 516 induced abortions after 12 weeks, when a baby is fully formed. The number of teenagers having 
abortions is of concern as well; that is, the number of women under 20 who had induced abortions in 2008 was 
1 646. Nearly 2 000 of our teenagers in this state are having induced abortions. Part of the carriage of the 
abortion bill to make abortion a free choice for women and readily available, which that bill did, carried with it 
some major recommendations that counselling and education should accompany the decision to have an induced 
abortion. I remind the Parliament tonight that life begins at fertilisation. I do not meet many young couples who 
say, �We are having a foetus.� Once they know they are pregnant they say, �We are having a baby.� And it is 
wonderful news, although I fully understand that it is not wonderful news for everyone. The number of abortions 
has increased, without counselling and the advice that should be given to young women who are having an 
induced abortion. They go into it not knowing the side effects of psychological damage that can occur to them by 
going through an abortion at any stage during pregnancy but, more importantly, at a later stage of pregnancy. 
The effect of late abortions on women is well documented. A large number of people who have had abortions 
against their will are in psychiatric care or being treated for psychiatric issues. I urge Parliament to consider 
putting pressure on this government or any other government of the day, because I will not be here to do that, to 
increase the counselling offered and care that is taken when a young woman or teenager in particular is faced 
with an unwanted pregnancy so that she is not left alone. That is often the unfortunate side of this issue.  

The fact that I have �chosen life� is a badge I have worn with honour in this Parliament, and I do not mind 
admitting it. Members who have been alongside me over the years have chosen to make that stand. Tonight I 
want to table in the Parliament several hundred postcards to Parliament that are called �Choose Life Australia�. I 
have had them in my office for some time. Because it is the eleventh anniversary tomorrow of the passing of the 
abortion bill, I wanted to make sure they were tabled prior to a rally on the steps of Parliament tomorrow at 
12 o�clock. Each card is personally signed by a woman in Western Australia and reads � 

Dear Members of Parliament  
•  I am a West Australian woman voter  
•  I value human life (which starts at fertilisation).  

•  I want to be represented in parliaments by people who will support human life.  
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•  I am distressed by the recurring attacks on the value of human life in our parliaments and the 
inadequate responses for many parliamentarians.  

•  The value and dignity of human life is non-negotiable. Please honour this fundamental value in 
our parliaments.  

Yours sincerely, 

I seek leave to table several hundred of those cards tonight, and urge members of this chamber to consider the 
serious side, and the effect on little girls and young women who are forced into early abortions and not given 
proper care, understanding, advice, support and counselling, which should have been part of the bill that went 
through Parliament. I urge members to do that, and tomorrow some of us will speak on the steps of Parliament, 
standing alongside those Western Australians who are able to come and make their voices heard in this 
Parliament, as another year passes and very little change has happened. There has been an increase in the number 
of late-term abortions, and teenage pregnancies and abortions. 

Leave granted.  

[See paper 795.] 
 


